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MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT
Victory Hall Yockleton, , 18th April 2019 
Present:

A Bebb (Chairman)

D Dale

J Morris

A Jones
B Roberts

C Sandells

N Manning

R L R Jones (Clerk & Surveyor)

	1.
	Apologies for Absence

	
	

	
	These were received from J Dale.

	
	

	2.
	Minutes

	
	

	
	Minutes of the meeting held on 24th January 2019 were approved by the members and Chairman, signed  them as a correct record.

	
	

	3.
	Matters arising from the Minutes

	
	

	
	D Dale asked if there was any further information regarding the Shropshire Wildlife Trust/EA Application for funding for a project on water quality in the Rea River Valley.  Clerk responded that he was not aware that funding had yet been achieved but he would speak to Pete Lambert (Shropshire Wildlife Trust) and Sarah Faulkner (NFU) to get an update.

	
	

	4.
	Maintenance Report

	
	

	
	Surveyor had met with Andrew Bebb and Jim Dale to undertake an inspection on 1st April 2019.  From their inspection they recommended the following watercourse be cleaned as part of the maintenance program this year.



	Watercourse No
	Watercourse Name
	Length (mtrs)
	Length to clean (mtrs)
	Remarks

	38
	Pontesford No 2
	320
	Circa 150
	Considerable tree cutting needed together with large tree to be removed from watercourse near to junction with the Rea Brook.

	8
	New Name
	890
	890
	Saplings to be cleared from bank side.  J Swain to remove one large tree which has partially fallen over the watercourse.

	9
	Gooseneck and Vance
	540
	210 (part Gooseneck)
	Part cleaned 2018.

	2
	Marton School
	363
	363
	Last cleaned seven years ago.

	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	Total length 1,613 meters – estimated cost £2,800 with tree works.

	
	

	
	The surveyor and Chairman then raised discussion over whether in 2019 the Board should spend some of the maintenance budget on works to the Rea Brook as particularly in the upper sections the condition of watercourse was very poor.  It is now some seven years since the EA stopped undertaking weed cutting and water levels were very high at our inspection date on this length.  It was recommended to weed cut the length upstream from Lea Bridge circa 2,300 meters and undertake further work downstream if funds permitted.  A Jones recommended the length between Paddock and Workhouse drain outfalls be de-silted if there was sufficient money.  In addition,  chairman suggested that the shoal at the end of Asterley Brook (no30) be removed.  D Dale advised it was important to speak to Mr Roberts first over this.

	
	

	
	A Bebb also suggested that some work was needed to Cruckton Brook, where some shoal removal and some weed cutting needed.  D Dale suggested that No 39 New Mills watercourse be looked at as it is some years since this was done, and it tends to collect a lot of stone/gravel which needs removing by placing the machine in the bed and carting the gravel away. Surveyor will obtain quotations from D Bishop for the weed cutting work and the other suggested work. 

	
	

	5.
	Clerk’s Report

	
	

	
	Payments since last meeting - £9,475.48 as per attached schedule

	
	Receipts since last meeting - £332.96 as per attached schedule

	
	Arrears - £590.03 as per attached schedule

	
	Bank balance as at 4th April 2019 - £19,348.10

	
	

	
	Arrears

	
	

	
	Clerk report that Mrs G M Davis demand had been returned as ‘not known at this address’.  Neil Manning stated that he would seek to obtain an address of the owner of this land.

	
	

	
	Purslow arrear – this land was now up for sale and details of the drainage rates had been given to selling agents Roger Parry .Solicitors would be contacted over the outstanding payment.  

	
	

	
	 Members confirmed that the Clerk was to submit all debts over £50 to the debt collector and to write to all other debtors with a letter indicating that debt collector would be instructed unless payment was received within 28 days.

	
	

	
	A Bebb raised the issue of the collection of low value demands and suggested that the Board consider no longer issuing and collecting demands for low sums.  The Board had the ability to not to demand small amounts when these could be uneconomic to collect.

	
	

	
	D Dale reminded members that some of the small rate payers had land on which the Board needed to enter to undertake their maintenance work.  It was important that they did not then say as they were no longer paying rates they no longer needed to provide access for our work. 

	
	

	
	Prior to the next Board meeting, Clerk would calculate what potential monetary loss the Board would suffer if we no longer collected demands below £5 and £10.  He would also identify those low paying rate payers which were important to the Board’s maintenance work.

	
	

	6.
	Correspondence

	
	

	
	This is from the Ada new stream.

	
	

	a)
	Ada response to DEFRA’s “water in the environment” consultation.  Ada had submitted a long response to this.

	
	

	b)
	Ada holds IDB Good Governance Workshops.

	
	

	c)
	Ada work stream topics for 2019.

	
	

	d)
	Rivers Authorities and Land Drainage Bill update.  Clerk explained that this Bill was seeking to provide a new method of valuation for non agricultural land within the Board’s area, as the information on which valuations needed to be carried out was no longer kept by Councils and was not necessarily available.  This is a private members’ Bill and whether or not it gets through Parliament will depend on there being how much time is available bearing in mind Brexit issues.

	
	

	e)
	Environment Agency publishes new evidence to plan for flood and coastal risk up to 2065.

	
	

	f)
	North West Natural Flood Management Handbook – a practical guide for farmers.

	
	

	g)
	Results of the 2019 Big Farm Land Bird Count (GWCT).

	
	

	h)
	Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management National Strategy (EA)

	
	

	i)
	Flood and Coast 2019 to be held at Telford International Centre 18th-20th June.  This is a free event and members were encouraged to attend.

	
	

	8.
	Report on Good Governance Workshop

	
	

	
	Andrew Bebb, John Morris, David Evans and Richard Jones had attended.  This had been a useful day which essentially went through the new Good Governance Handbook which members had been sent a copy.  There were some useful question and answer sessions.  Ada would be reporting to DEFRA with the success of these workshops and which Boards had attendees.

	
	

	9.
	Date of Next Meeting


	
	This was set for Thursday, 20th June 2019.

	
	

	12.
	Any Other Business


	
	It was suggested that we have a summer visit, possibly first week of September to view the Rea Brook at the top end running up to Marton Pool

	
	

	
	A Jones stated that he had given up some land belonging to David Morris of the The Hem which he believes is to be sold.  Aubrey will provide the Clerk with details of the land concerned.

	
	

	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm.


Signed  ……………………………………

Dated  …………………………………..

