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MINUTES OF MEETING 
HELD AT THE PAVILLION, PONTESBURY, SHREWSBURY, SY5 0RF
ON THURSDAY 15 January 2026 AT 7:30 PM

Members Present:

J Dale (Chairman)
D Owen
A Jones
D Evans
N Manning
Cllr N Hignett
J Morris
R Jones (Clerk & Surveyor)

	1.  
	Apologies for absence

	
	

	1.1 
	This were received from C Sandells.                          . 

	
	

	2. 
	To Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 October 2025

	
	

	2.1 
	These were approved by the Board and signed by the Chairman.

	
	

	3. 
	Matters Arising

	
	

	3.1. 
	There were none.

	
	

	4. 
	Surveyors Report

	
	

	4.1 
	D Bishop had completed all his contracted work and his invoice was awaited.

	
	

	4.2 
	The Surveyor reported on an application under the SVWMS Rea catchment pilot project for natural flood management measures on the large 75 acre field belonging to the Smiths at Worthen Hall Farm.  The proposal was to create a channel leading off the Worthen Brook through slightly higher ground to reach this low lying field to create a number of shallow depressions/wetlands and allow water in peak flows to divert from the Worthen Brook and soak into this extensive area.  It was thought this could have a beneficial effect in reducing peak flood levels in the village of Worthen.  The EA permit was currently awaited.

The Surveyor also reported on a similar scheme under this project proposed for land belonging to D Lowe of Oak House ,The Lea.  A shallow bund would be created to prevent flood water on his land from flowing on to the public road. The stored flood water would then slowly flow back into the Rea via a small diameter pipe through the bund when river levels permit.  It was hoped this would stop the regular flooding seen on the public road.  A new culvert would need to be built across the incoming watercourse from the north which essentially is the source of this floodwater.  Application for an EA permit has been submitted and it was probable that this scheme ,if approved, would be built during summer 2026. 
 These schemes are fully funded by the project but there is no ongoing management payment in respect of them.

	
	

	5. 
	Clerk’s Report

	
	

	5.1. 
	Bank Balance at 02.10.25                                                                                          £9773.39

	
	

	5.2. 
	Receipts since 2.10.25
Rates collected                                           £13051.45                                             £13051.45                              

	
	

	
	                                                                                                                                  £22824,84

	
	

	5.3. 
	Payments made since 02.10.25

	
		
	     Net
	     VAT
	   Total

	9.10.25  RLR Jones- 1/4yr Mgt fee +exp
	£1070.30
	
	£1070.30

	9.10.25  Rapidity -  website update                         
	      37.50
	     7.50
	      45.00

	14.11.25 Rapidity – website update                      
	      75.00                            
	   15.00 
	      90.00

	14.11.25 Pontesbury PC-room hire                       
	      12.50          
	  
	      12.50

	5.1.26 ADA -annual sub   
5.1.26 Rapidity - website update   
5.1.26 RLR Jones -1/4yr mgt fee+exp                                                                                                                  
	    712.00 
       20.00 
   1062.05                                                                             
	 142.40
     4.00                
	    854.40
      24.00
  1062.05

	
	
	
	      

	
	 £2989.35         
	£168.90          
	£3158.25 
                                   

	
	
	
	£19666.59




	
	

	5.4. 
	Bank Balance at 6.1.26 =  £19666.59

	
	

	5.5. 
	Rates

	
	

	5.6. 
	The rates collected represent appox. 90% of rates demanded. Rate reminders were sent out approx. 10 weeks after ratepayers received their demands, sooner than in previous years .  A significant sum has come in since reminders went out.

	
	

	5.7. 
	Environment Agency balancing payment due to the Board of approx. £1182 for 2025/26 being Foreign Water grant £2689 less precept payment £1507 has not yet been received. I am chasing this .

	
	

	5.8. 
	Since preparation of this report ,a further £451.18 of rates have been received

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	6. 
	To Approve the 2026/27 Budget, Set Rate in the £ for 2026/27 and Special Levy on Shropshire Council

	
	

	6.1 
	The Clerk went through the budget papers previously circulated.  These had been prepared allowing for a 5% increase in costs, including the Clerk’s salary.  The proposed budget increased the rate in the £ to 15.75p.  The Clerk explained that he felt the only significant way to reduce costs may be to consider entering into a consortium with other local IDBs.  The general consensus of members was that they wished to remain as an independent board and accept higher rate demands.

	
	

	6.2 
	The Board, on a motion proposed by A Jones and seconded by N Manning, approved the budget unanimously and set the rate at 15.75p in the £, and that the Special Levy on Shropshire Council would be £804.94.

	
	

	7. 
	Report on the EA/IDB Liaison Meeting – November 2025

	
	

	7.1 
	This was held at Worcester County Cricket Ground and at the time of the meeting, there was a significant River Severn flood, with the entire cricket ground well under water.  Ian Moody of ADA gave an update on ADA’s activities and current issues, particularly the government’s new FCERM policy, which would allow many smaller schemes and it was hoped to get our FCC grant approved, together with some NFM schemes.  Whilst this was welcomed, spending in 2026 would be restricted prior to the new budget formula coming in.  The main issues affecting IDBs were electricity charges, particularly the standing charges for IDB pumping stations, where some IDBs have seen 1,000% increases.

	
	

	7.2 
	Main river maintenance is still very much a pressing issue for ADA.  Annual subs have increased by 5%, but a new alternative system is being considered based on annual turnover.  This could help the smallest boards, where ADA subs now represent a significant percentage of their overall income.  ADA’s new business plan has been approved for the years 2026/29.  ADA Cymru branch is now up and running, with James West on the ADA board.

	
	

	7.3 
	Rhys McCarthy gave an update on the Environment Agency’s activities.  There were several notable flooding events during the year and the budget for maintenance had seen reductions, which was causing issues. 

	
	

	7.4 
	A 2%  increase in Precept/Foreign Water Grant was agreed.  For Rea there is a net balance paid to us, so this gives us a very small increase.

	
	

	7.5 
	The EA gave an up to date report on the Severn Valley Water Management Scheme, which was helpful.  The long awaited consultation is now underway. Responses to be submitted by 30th March.  The Clerk and Surveyor will be attending an online meeting on 21 January. There will be public meeting in Shrewsbury

	
	

	7.6 
	Water Resources West gave a presentation.

	
	

	7.7 
	Matt Smith of Shropshire Council gave a presentation on the River Severn Partnership Advanced Wireless Innovation Region.  This highlighted a number of schemes using wireless technology, such as Strine IDB smart abstraction, smart water butts, precision irrigation, monitoring of water quality nutrients, monitoring of water quality bacteria, water sampling at wild bathing spots, monitoring ground water levels in lowland peat, giving community flood warnings, monitoring road gulleys in heavy rain conditions. 

	
	

	8. 
	ADA Marches Branch Report

	
	

	8.1 
	Betton Cambidge gave a brief report on this, which was held as part of the November EA/IDB Liaison meeting.  He had been reaffirmed as Chairman and Richard Jones as Clerk to the Marches branches.  A report on the very successful Lower Severn field meeting in June, was given.  For 2026, Kate Mayne of the Strine IDB has agreed to host a summer meeting, when it is hoped we shall be able to look at some of the projects in the Strine area linked with the digital innovation project.

	
	

	9. 
	Complaints

	
	

	9.1 
	J Morris reported that  there was a problem on the Work House watercourse.  The Surveyor, with the Chairman, would visit John by appointment.

	
	

	10. 
	Correspondence

	
	

	10.1 
	This is from the ADA News Stream.

	
	

	
	a) The government overhauls flood defence funding system.
b) Environmental Audit Committee publishes its fourth report of the year, covering flood resilience in England.  Julia Buckley, MP for Shrewsbury, is on this Committee and arranged a visit to Shrewsbury for the Committee for them to see in person flood issues affecting the town and also the Rea Valley.
c) Estimating the benefit of natural flood management.  This project proposes a new simplified national scale approach to estimate the economic benefits of NFM projects.
d) CIPFA consultation on the government’s accountability for small authorities in England; a practitioner guide.  Linked with this, ADA has asked the Clerk to be involved with a survey on IDB finances and governance, looking at small independent boards.  He has a telephone survey based on the Rea IDB next week.

	
	

	11. 
	Dates of 2026 Meetings

	
	

	11.1 
	These were set for Thursday 2 April, Thursday 25 June and Thursday 15 October.

	
	

	12. 
	Any Other Business

	
	

	12.1 
	N Manning, a very longstanding member, expressed a desire to step down from the Board and for his son, Daniel Manning, to be coopted in his place.  The Clerk asked if he would organise for Daniel to attend the next Board meeting, so that this can be done.  Messrs J Morris and A Jones also expressed an interest in stepping down and being replaced by family members.  It was felt that this should be left until the next election year, which would be in 2027.  

	
	.

	12.2 
	A Jones expressed concern over the poor or non-existent fencing against the Rea downstream of his ground.  It was thought that C Hamer was undertaking work under the Rea catchment pilot project and A Jones would inspect and report back.  An evening walk on this stretch of the Rea may be appropriate.  

	
	

	12.3 
	J Dale suggested also that Matthew Davis of Park Farm may be an appropriate ratepayer to approach to come onto the Board in due course.

	
	

	There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:25 pm.

	

Signed: .............................................................


Dated: ..............................................................



